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time, and still remained a distinct people. Dr. Johnson shrewdly inquired whether they had brought women with them. We were not satisfied as to this colony.
We saw, this day, Dundee and Aberbrothick, the last of which Dr. Johnson has celebrated in his Journey*. Upon the road we talked of the Roman Catholick faith. He mentioned (I think) Tillotson's argument against transubstantia-tion: ' That we are as sure we sec bread and wine only, as that we read in the Bible the text on which that false doctrine is founded. We have only the evidence of our senses for both3.' 'If, (he added,) GOD had never spoken figuratively, we might hold that he speaks literally, when he says, " This is my body8." ' BOSWELL. ' But what do you say, Sir, to the ancient and continued tradition of the church upon this point?' JOHNSON. 'Tradition, Sir, has no place, where the Scriptures are plain; and tradition cannot persuade a man into a belief of transubstantiation. Able men, indeed, have said they believed it.'
This is an awful subject. I did not then press Dr. Johnson upon it: nor shall I now enter upon a disquisition concerning the import of those words uttered by our Saviour*,
1 'I should scarcely have regretted my journey, had it afforded nothing more than the sight of Aberbrothick.' Works, ix. 9.
" Johnson referred, I believe, to the last of Tillotson's Sermons preached upon Several Occasions, eel. 1673, p. 316, where the preacher says :—' Supposing the Scripture to be a Divine Revelation, and that these words (This is My 23ody), if they be in Scripture, must necessarily be taken in the strict and literal sense, I ask now, What greater evidence any man has that these words (This is Jlfy Jto/fy) are in the Bible than every man has that the bread is not changed in the sacrament? Nay, no man has so much, for we have only the evidence of one sense that these words arc in the Bible, but that the bread is not changed we have the concurring testimony of several of our senses.'
3 This also is Tillotson's argument. ' There is no more certain foundation for it ftransubstantiation] in Scripture than for our Saviour's being substantially changed into all those things which arc said of him, as that he is a rock, a vine, a door, and a hundred other things.' /£. p. 313.
1 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, except
which           formed it, that it was no character of a
